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MANAGEMENT SUMMARY 

 
Core5 Industrial Partners proposes the construction of a new commercial complex, called the Core5 Rider Commerce 

Center (Project). The proposed Project consists of development of a high cube industrial building on an approximately 

11.2-acre site (300-210-029, 300-210-011, 300-210-012, and 300-210-013), located at the southwest corner of East 

Rider Street and Wilson Avenue, within the Perris Valley Commerce Center Specific Plan, City of Perris, Riverside 

County, California. Material Culture Consulting, Inc. (MCC) was retained by E|P|D Solutions, Inc. to conduct a Phase I 

paleontological resource investigation of the Project Area. This assessment was conducted in accordance with the 

California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and included a locality search, an examination of geologic maps and 

paleontological literature, and a field survey. 

 

Based on the paleontological literature, the Project Area is mapped as surficial younger Quaternary alluvium with older 

Quaternary alluvium at unknown depths. No significant paleontological resources were identified directly within the 

Project Area during the locality search or the field survey. The locality search conducted by the Los Angeles County 

Museum of Natural History (LACM) did yield nearby localities from sedimentary deposits similar to those that may 

occur subsurface in the Project Area. The Riverside County Land Information System (RCLIS) GIS data reveals all of the 

Project Area lies within an area mapped as High B sensitivity. High B sensitivity indicates that these sedimentary rock 

units have high potential for containing significant non-renewable paleontological resources at depths at or below five 

feet. Excavation during the course of the Project may reach paleontologically sensitive deposits, and, as a result, could 

impact paleontological resources. Therefore, MCC recommends the following procedures: 

 
¶ A trained and qualified paleontological monitor should perform full-time monitoring of any excavations on the 

Project that have the potential to impact paleontological resources in undisturbed High sensitivity native 
sediments, at or below five feet in depth. The monitor will have the ability to redirect construction activities to 
ensure avoidance of adverse impacts to paleontological resources.  

¶ The project paleontologist may re-evaluate the necessity for paleontological monitoring after examination of 
the affected sediments during excavation, with approval from County and Client representatives. 

¶ Any potentially significant fossils observed shall be collected and recorded in conjunction with best 
management practices and Society of Vertebrate Paleontology (SVP) professional standards. 

¶ Any fossils recovered during mitigation should be deposited in an accredited and permanent scientific 
institution for the benefit of current and future generations. 

¶ A report documenting the results of the monitoring, including any salvage activities and the significance of any 
fossils, will be prepared and submitted to the appropriate County personnel. 

 

All notes, photographs, correspondence and other materials related to this Project are located at Material Culture 

Consulting, Inc., located in Pomona, California. 

  

http://www.materialcultureconsulting.com/
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INTRODUCTION AND SETTING 
 
Core5 Industrial Partners proposes the construction of a new commercial complex, called the Core5 Commerce 

Center (Project). The proposed Project consists of development of a high cube industrial building totaling 

approximately 11.2 acres (300-210-029, 300-210-011, 300-210-012, and 300-210-013), located at the southwest 

corner of East Rider Street and Wilson Avenue, within the Perris Valley Commerce Center Specific Plan, City of 

Perris, Riverside County, California. Material Culture Consulting, Inc. (MCC) was retained by E|P|D Solutions, Inc. 

to conduct a Phase I paleontological resource investigation of the Project Area. This paleontological resource 

assessment was conducted in compliance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), Public Resources 

Code (13 PRC) 2100, (14 CAC) 15000, Appendix G, Section J, (PRC) 2100-21177, Appendix G, (PRC) 5097.5. This 

study included a locality records search, an examination of geologic maps and paleontological literature and field 

survey to determine whether the proposed project would adversely affect any significant paleontological 

resources. According to these regulations and guidelines, if development of a Project has the potential to result in 

significant impacts to paleontological resources, a plan must be developed to mitigate those impacts to a level 

which is less than significant. This assessment documents the potential for encountering paleontological resources 

during development of this Project and provides recommendations on how to mitigate impacts to those resources. 

The lead agency for this Project is the City of Perris. 

 

PROJECT LOCATION AND DESCRIPTION 
 

The Project is located in the City of Perris, located within northwestern Riverside County (Figure 1). The Project 

consists of four (4) parcels totaling approximately 11.2 acres (300-21our 0-029, 300-210-011, 300-210-012, and 

300-210-013), located at the southwest corner of East Rider Street and Wilson Avenue in the City of Perris, 

Riverside County, California (Figures 2 and 3). The Project Area is situated southwest of the Perris Reservoir and 

east of the Escondido Freeway (Interstate 215). Specifically, the Project Area is bounded by East Rider Street to 

the north, Wilson Avenue to the east, and private property to the west and south. Specifically, the proposed 

Project is located within Section 17, Township 4 South, Range 3 West on the Perris USGS 7.5-minute quadrangle 

(San Bernardino Base Meridian) (Figure 2). The Project consists of constructing a high-cube industrial building. 

 

PROJECT PERSONNEL 
 

Jennifer Kelly, M.S., a Qualified Riverside County Paleontologist, served as the Principal Investigator for the study. 

Ms. Kelly conducted the paleontological resource literature and map reviews, oversaw the field study, and 

prepared this report. Ms. Kelly has a M.Sc. in Geology from California State University, Long Beach. Ms. Kelly has 

over ten years of experience in environmental and paleontological compliance in California (See Appendix A).  

 

Matthew Wetherbee, M.Sc., RPA, Material Culture archaeologist and cross-trained paleontologist, co-authored 

this report. Mr. Wetherbee has a M.Sc in Paleoecology of Human Societies Archaeology from the Institute of 

Archaeology at the University College London, England and, a B.A. in Anthropology from University of California at 

Santa Cruz, and over 20 years of experience as an archaeologist in Southern California, including completion of 

several projects in Riverside County and over five years of professional experience working as a cross-trained 

paleontologist in Southern California. MCC Archaeologist and Cross-Trained Paleontologist Rachael Wedemeyer, 

M.A, conducted the pedestrian survey of the northern portion (APN #300-210-029) on August 20, 2020. Erika 

McMullin, B.A., and Zachary White, B.A., MCC Archaeologists and Cross-Trained Paleontologists, conducted an 

intensive pedestrian survey of the southern portion (APN #300-210-011, 300-210-012, 300-210-013)  of the Project 

Area on March 30, 2021. 

http://www.materialcultureconsulting.com/
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Figure 1. Core5 Rider Commerce Center Project Vicinity (1:250,000) 
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Figure 2. Core5 Rider Commerce Center Project Location (as depicted on Perris USGS 7.5 minute Quadrangle, 
1:24,000) 
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Figure 3. Core5 Rider Commerce Center Project Area (as depicted on aerial photograph, 1:2,000) 
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ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING 
 

The Project Area is located within the City of Perris city limits in northwestern Riverside County, approximately 1.8 

miles east of California Interstate 215. Bounded by the Box Springs Mountain to the north, the Badlands to the 

east, and Lake Perris Recreation Area and associated mountains to the northeast, the Project Area is located within 

a relatively flat valley floor that is surrounded by hills and mountains. Elevations are approximately 439 meters (m) 

(1440 ft) above mean sea level (AMSL) throughout the Project Area. The region is located within the Peninsular 

Ranges, a northwest-southeast oriented complex of blocks separated by similarly trending faults (Norris and Webb 

1978). Most geological formations found within this area are comprised the Southern California Batholith, a great 

mass of basement igneous rocks. Vegetation observed within the Project Area include invasive grasses and weeds 

in the northern portion, sunflowers observed along the western portion, and cactus and fruit along the southern 

border. Non-native landscaping is present within the southern region, with a scattered residential development 

located to the south and west of the Project Area. The climate in the region is characterized as Mediterranean, 

with hot, dry summers and temperate, wet winters. 

 

GEOLOGICAL CONTEXT 
 

The Project Area lies within the Perris quadrangle, which lies within the geomorphic province known as the 

Peninsular Ranges Province, sitting near the eastern margin of the Perris Block (Kenney 1999). The Perris Block is a 

structurally stable, internally cohesive mass of crustal rocks bounded on the east by the San Jacinto fault zone, 

bounded on the west by the Elsinore and Chino fault zones, and on the north by the Cucamonga fault zone (Norris 

and Webb, 1976; Morton and Matti, 1989), and on the south by a series of sedimentary basins (Morton and Matti 

1989). The entire Project area is mapped as Quaternary alluvium (Figure 4).  

 

Young Quaternary alluvial fan deposits (arenaceous to gravel) (Qyaag) are Holocene to late Pleistocene-aged 

alluvial fan deposit that is derived from lithicly diverse sediment units. The sediments range from arenaceous to 

gravel and are gray-hued, slightly consolidated sand (Morton and Matti 2001).  

 

Very Old Alluvial fan deposits (Qvof) are early Pleistocene deposits consisting of mostly well-dissected, well-

indurated, reddish-brown sand deposits with minor gravel (Morton and Matti 2001). These deposits are commonly 

flanking bedrock areas and can contain duripans and locally silcretes (Morton and Matti 2001). These sediments 

are derived as alluvial fan deposits from the elevated terrain located immediately to the south of the Project Area 

(McLeod 2019). The surficial sediments can be relatively coarse and lack significant vertebrate fossils in the 

uppermost layers but may have pockets of finer-grained Quaternary deposits that do contain significant vertebrate 

fossils (McLeod 2020).  
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Figure 4. Core5 Rider Commerce Center Project Geologic Map (from Jennings, Strand, and Rogers 1977, 1:24,0000) 
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